
   
 

   
 

Layer 3, Social Annotation: 

 Counterargument and Concession 

 
 

In this phase, you will annotate, discuss, and debate the play Doubt with a small group of 
classmates in Layer 3 to further refine and explore counterargument, concessions, and new 
evidence or points.  This will help you build better points as you write the rough draft for the 
paper. For this layer, aim for a minimum of 6-8 quality annotations, spread across tag types.  

 

 All annotations in this layer MUST be Posted to [the class/group] from the drop-down post-to 
menu and include two separate tags: a Layer 3 tag in addition to the tag types for Layer 3, which 
are listed on the next page, after the image below: 

 

 

 

If you don’t post to the class/group, your group will not be able to see or interact with your 
annotations.  

 



   
 

   
 

Layer 3 Annotation Types and Guidelines 

Counterargument Discussion, Tag: CD   Identify and discuss instances in the text that 
challenge your stance or the stances of your group members. Engage with and respond to these 
counterarguments and propose potential counterarguments that could challenge your peers' 
stances.  

Concessions, Tag: CO    Recognize points in the argument where you must concede to the 
opposing viewpoint and reflect on how these concessions impact your overall stance. Assess 
whether you can springboard from a concession into a counterargument, or whether a point 
must be dropped entirely. 

 Response and Revision, Tag: RR Use this tag to respond directly to your peers' 
counterarguments and concessions. In these responses, you can defend your claim, adjust your 
stance, or concede a point. This is also the space for you to revise your claims and stances 
based on the discussion and feedback received, highlighting the evolution of your argument. 

 Note: You have already explored some of these things in Layer 1; however, now is the time to 
focus exclusively on them in a discussion with your peers. This will help you refine and 
strengthen your arguments and see things you may have missed previously.  

Layer 3 Tag Type Example Annotations 

1. Counter Argument Discussion (CD)        2. Concession Identification (CO) 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

3. Response and Revision (RR) 
 

    
 
RR tags can also be used to indicate and explain a point you need to revise in light of conversations that 
have emerged in this annotation activity. This helps track your thought process and show the evolution of 
that.  
 

 


